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MAKING MAGIC SNOW

Do you want to build a
snowman? Or an igloo?
Make your very own instant,
at-home snow using only two
ingredients!

MATERIALS
Baking soda, 4 cups (frozen
overnight)
Cold water
Bowl + mixing spoon
Glitter, optional*
Snowman parts, optional
Empty container for molding
igloo, optional
*be cautious when touching your
eyes or mouth after handling
glitter - it can get everywhere!

BEFORE WE BEGIN: How is
snow formed?
Precipitation, or condensed water droplets,
gather in the clouds just like before it rains;
however, the colder air in the wintertime
causes these droplets to form tiny ice
crystals, which stick together as snowflakes.
Once enough of
the snowflakes
stick together and
they become
heavy enough,
they will fall down
from the clouds,
covering the trees,
ground, and
everything else in
a blanket of white.
We know this as
snow!

PART 1: PREPARE THE BAKING
SODA
The night before you want to try this project,
place at least a full box of baking soda (4
cups worth) in your freezer* and let it stay
there until you’re ready to make your snow
the next day.

*I would recommend putting two boxes in
the freezer just in case too much water is
added, or if you would like to have more to
sculpt with.

PART 2: MAKE THE SNOW
To begin, remove your baking soda from the
freezer and place it in a large bowl or
container. Very SLOWLY begin to add the
cold water to the baking soda, one
tablespoonful at a time, mixing as you go
until the desired "snow" consistency or
texture is reached. Test it out to see if you
can mold it. I found I needed less than 1 cup
of water.

Your snow
should feel
fluffy but not
slushy, and
cold to the
touch. Once
you are
happy with it,
you can
optionally
sprinkle on
some glitter
and/or
sparkles, and
knead it in
with your
hands until it
looks
perfectly
magical.

PART 3: BUILD A SNOWPERSON
Now it's time to mold with our snow! Start out
by forming a few snowballs, which will be the
basis of your snowperson. Once you have two
or three snowballs (one larger, one medium,
and one smaller), stack them on top of one
another as shown below.

To decorate, feel free to get as creative as
you’d like, and I’d love to see a picture if you
comment on the video. See what I used for my
snowman on the following page.

I used chocolate
chips for the eyes,
beads for the buttons,
thin wooden skewers
for the arms, silver
garland to make a
scarf, felt to make a
top hat, and a sliver
of carrot for the nose.

PART 4: SCULPT AN IGLOO
There are multiple ways of building or carving
out an igloo from your snow. You could try
going a more traditional igloo-building route,
by molding small rectangles of snow and then
stacking them together in layers. Or, you could
make the overall shape of the igloo first,
using something like an empty fruit cup or
small Tupperware container; this is the
method that I used (see next page).

Fill a container with snow as above (or freehand it!), gently press it down, then flip it over
and remove the container. Once you have
molded the shape of your igloo, smooth out
any bumps with your fingers.

Many igloos have smaller tunnels as doorways
or entranceways to help keep heat inside. If
you would like to make one, add some extra
snow to one side of the igloo, and shape it in to
a rectangular or tube-like shape, smoothing
out any lines and edges.

Next, you can carve out an opening in the
doorway of the igloo using a fork or spoon.
Then, try using a toothpick to add finer details.
I traced some criss-crossed lines on to mine to
give the illusion of snow blocks.

Here is how my igloo turned out (above), and
a photo of a true, life-sized igloo (below).
Igloos are a human adaptation to home
building in a cold & snowy landscape.

REMIX THIS ACTIVITY
If you would like to get more experimental
with this activity, try making different kinds
of at-home snow. Test them to see which
ones you like best. Which one feels like the
most realistic snow? Which one is the best to
build with? Here are a few fun combinations
to try:
Baking soda & shaving cream: Add a 1-lb box
of baking soda to a bowl, then slowly add in
shaving cream (up to two cups) and mix with
your hands until you get the perfect snow
consistency. From SuperSirriousMom.com.
Corn starch & hair conditioner: Mix together
1.5 cups of cornstarch and 1/2 cup of hair
conditioner (or lotion). The mixture should
hold together to be shaped and molded, but
also not too wet. Optionally, sprinkle glitter
over top and knead it in! From
OneCrazyMom.com.

Flour & cooking oil: Technically this one is
edible! Combine 10 cups of flour and 6oz of
cooking oil (eg. vegetable oil, coconut oil). Mix
until a crumbly mixture forms. Add more oil to
make it thicker, or more flour to make it
fluffier. From ViewsFromOmasStepStool.com
If you would prefer to get artistic, try this puffy
paint snow recipe: Mix together 1/2 cup of
shaving cream and 1/2 cup of white glue, and
use a paintbrush to paint a snowman (or
anything else you'd like) on to a piece of
paper. Once dry, you can decorate it with
paper cut outs of snowman accessories.
Double the recipe if more is needed. From
TheBestIdeasForKids.com.

REAL WORLD CONNECTIONS
If you live somewhere where it snows in the
winter, you might have observed that there are
different types of snow. Can you think of some
describing words for snow? For example,
crunchy, icy, soft, fluffy, grainy, or slushy. Snow
forms at temperatures of around 2 degrees
Celsius, so it does not have to be below “freezing”
(below zero) for it to snow. Warmer air will
create heavier, wetter snow as the snowflakes
become partially melted and stick together
easier, while cooler, drier air will create smaller,
more powdery, and less sticky snowflakes.
Lighter snow
may be better for
skiing, while
heavier snow
may be better for
building snow
forts. Either way,
snow is pretty
amazing!

UP NEXT
Today we learned about how snow is formed,
experimented with making at-home snow recipes,
and tried our hand at constructing snow people
and igloos. If you try out any of these homemade
sensory snow recipes, let me know what you
thought of it!
Next week, we will be trying an experiment
that is super cool. It demonstrates how Arctic
animals can survive in freezing cold waters: The
Blubber Glove Experiment. Think about animals
that often swim in these icy cold waters, like polar
bears, seals, walruses… what is your hypothesis, or
guess, about how they can do this? Tune in next
Tuesday to find out!

